
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September Newsletter 2015 
 
Presidents Letter. 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
There is a programme that I sometimes watch on the TV over 
here which is called ‘Wanted down under’ which is about 
families who are considering moving to either Australia or 
New Zealand, hence the name. 
One of the things that the programme asks of the participants 
in a subtle way, are they willing to let go and move on with 
their life. For many of them this is a big one, leaving family 
and friends that they have had for a lifetime. But when you 
consider it, this is a question that we all have to face at 
sometime in our life. For some this can be exciting, such as 
moving to a new country, or for children moving into high 
school or university, or maybe even starting a new job. For 
others it can bring sadness, the loss of close family and 
friendsand  I am sure there are many other instances that 
can be thought of.  
I came across this story about letting go or holding on. 
“Two monks were on a pilgrimage. On day, they came to a 
deep river. At the edge of the river, a young woman sat 
weeping because she was afraid to cross the river without 
help. She begged the monks to help her. The younger monk 
turned his back. The members of their order were forbidden 
to touch a woman. 

But the older monk picked up the woman without a word and 
carried her across the river. He put her down on the far side 
and continued his journey. The younger monk came after 
him, scolding him and berating him for breaking his vows. He 
went on this way for a long time. Finally at the end of the day 
the older monk turned to the younger one. “I only carried her 
across the river. You have been carrying her all day.” 

Letting go can be difficult, letting go of people, ideas, 
expectations, desires; letting go of bad habits, false beliefs, 
unhealthy things, the list goes on. Every day, every moment 
presents an opportunity to create ourselves anew, to shrug 
off the baggage of the past, open ourselves up to the 
possibility of the moment and take action to create an 
incredible future. Although we can understand this 
intellectually, knowing it and living it are two very different 
things. 
 
Sometimes we have to actively work at letting go of  things or 
people go or even our own story, things that have no real 
value in our lives, things that don’t make us stronger, 
healthier, or more powerful and belief in them is a delusion. 
Look to your expectations of how, who, where and what you 
should be, as they too are part of the story that holds one 
back from simply being. Once you let go of this story and; 
empty your cup, your life purpose will open up and flow. 

Once, a long time ago, there was a wise Zen master. People 
from far and near would seek his counsel and ask for his 
wisdom. Many would come and ask him to teach them, 
enlighten them in the ways of Zen. He seldom turned any 
away. One day an important man, a man used to command 
and obedience came to visit the master. “I have come to day 
to ask you to teach me about Zen. Open my mind to 

enlightenment.” The tone of the important man’s voice was 
one used to getting his own way. 

The Zen master smiled and said that they should discuss the 
matter over a cup of tea. When the tea was served the 
master poured his visitor a cup. He poured and he poured 
and the tea rose to the rim and began to spill over the table 
and finally onto the robes of the wealthy man. Finally the 
visitor shouted, “Enough. You are spilling the tea all over. 
Can’t you see the cup is full?” 

The master stopped pouring and smiled at his guest. “You 
are like this tea cup, so full that nothing more can be added. 
Come back to me when the cup is empty. Come back to me 
with an empty mind. 

“When our mind or heart is full of prejudice, judgement and 
pride, it is difficult for us to accept new lessons then we get 
nothing. You cannot fill the cup which is already full. You 
should make it empty or half empty so you can fill it with a 
new lesson. As a student, perhaps, you have ever judged the 
teacher then you decided not to listen seriously because the 
class is so boring. As an employee, perhaps, your company 
has ever sent you on a training programme, which you do not 
like to join. In other situations, perhaps, you prefer to be 
understood and listened by others than to listen and 
understand others. These three situations are an example of 
a full cup.  

 As you will no doubt have realised I love stories. As 
chaplains we should have a fund of stories, such as the Tea 
Story which is a great reminder that in order to learn we have 
to be humble, to empty our minds and make room for the 
new. We will never learn anything if we do not open up our 
mind and heart to listen and learn the lesson such as the 
young monk did from his older companion. 

This is what the families who want to go ‘Down Under’ have 
to do, learn to leave things behind and open themselves to 
new experiences. This is the same for ourselves and our 
organisation as we move into a new era with new leadership. 
Let ourselves open to the future whatever it may bring. 

Lewis  

 
 
 
 

 
Deacon Lewis Rose 
Aberdeen Airport 
Scotland 
president@iacac.info 
 
 
A REFLECTION 
 
For those airports which have a Chapel or Prayer Room or 
Meditation Centre this poem was written by Edwin [Happy] 
Hogg from Atlanta and given to the delegates at the 23rd 
Annual conference of the IACAC held in Atlanta Georgia in 
1990. May it find some meaning for you. 
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I AM YOUR AIRPORT CHAPEL 
You built me because you knew that 
Your life would be incomplete and  
Unfullfilled without me waiting for your flight. 
 
My doors are open to all; 
My Meditation Romm rings out 
The message of good will to all, 
And a love of presence and availability. 
 
I comfort your sick and sorrowing, 
Bring pardon and peace to those so burdened. 
 
Come! Pray with me! Support me and I will  
Serve you at airports all over the world 
All your days on this earth and beyond. 
 
 
IACAC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTIONS 
 
Elections for the new President and Vice President of IACAC 
will take place during the New York Annual Business 
Meeting. At the Amsterdam Annual Business Meeting 
nominations were accepted from the following people;  
 
President – Rev Chester Cook [Atlanta, USA] Rev Pierre de 
Mareuil, CDG Paris, Rev George Lane Manchester 
 
Vice President  - Rev George Lane Manchester,  Rev Pierre 
de Mareuil, CDG Paris, Lord Devraj Singh Saberwal, London 
Heathrow. 
NB: However Lord Devraj Singh Saberwal will be unable to 
attend the New York conference and, for personal reasons, 
has decided to withdraw his nomination. - Rev George Lane 
Manchester,  Rev Pierre de Mareuil, CDG Paris will be the 
only candidates for the position of Vice President. 
 
Media Officer Fr. Chris Piasta [JFK, USA] was the only 
nomination received for the position of Media Officer. So, 
under our Constitution,  he is elected unopposed. 
 
 At the Annual Business meeting in New York nominations 
will be received for the position of Treasurer for election at 
the 2016 Conference. 2016. Our present Treasurer, Mrs 
Beverly McNeely, has indicated she is willing to stand for 
reelection. 
 
IACAC ANNUAL CONFERENCE –NEW YORK 
 
Arrangements are now well in hand for our annual 
conference in New York on 6th-10th October 2015. 
Registrations are to be made through our website 
www.iacac.info, The conference program, an information 
sheet and the Post Conference Tour itinerary are also 
available on the IACAC website.  
 
The theme for the Gala Dinner is RED.  
Wear something red.  If you have a national costume you 
would like to wear please do so. 
 
A Message From Our Host 
 
We would like everyone who has registered or attempted to 
register for the IACAC 48th Annual Conference (and Tours) 
to verify that their names appear on the IACAC 
website: http://www.iacac.info/index.php/conferences/new-
york-2015/613-list-of-registered-participants   
 
This list is up-to-date as of September 1st.  If for some 
reason your name is NOT on the list, kindly redo the 
registration application online and resubmit.  We have 
received several "errosr in registration message" and 
confirmations without names or emergency contact 

information as well, so we encourage everyone to consult the 
website immediately. 
 Now, in order to accommodate anyone who may have had 
registration trouble online and also may have been and 
vacation and now returning, we are extending the registration 
deadline through Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2015. 
 Finally, please be reminded that your registration for the 
Conference and/or Tour is not complete until a $200 deposit 
is made. Thank you very much.   
With blessings, 
Romeo    
_The Rev. Romeo K. Dabee_ JFK Airport Community 
Minister Christ for the World Chapel Terminal 4 (4th Floor) 
Suite 461-002 Jamaica, NY 11430-1005 T: 718.656.5693 M: 
718.749.4953 F: 718.656.8162  
 www.ChristfortheWorldChapel.org [1]  
 
Watch the website and your email for more information on 
the conference. If you registered after the 1st September the 
conference attendance list will shortly be updated. Please 
check regularly to ensure your name is included on the 
delegates list.  Also please refer to the Information sheet, 
which was sent with your official invitation. 
Please do not forget to send a photo of your self 
media@iacac.info for inclusion on the nametags. 
 
NEWS FROM OUR CHAPLAINCIES 
 
 Congratulations to the Rev Peter Whitehead from 
Johannesburg who was recently married. We wish Peter and 
his new wife all the best for their life together. Peter has 
asked for prayers for the chaplaincy at Johannesburg as they 
work to provide a meaningful service to the airport. 
 
Melbourne Airport has recently opened Terminal 4, a new 
domestic terminal. This new terminal will allow for the 
expansion of services to the domestic market. The new 
terminal will be fully operational by the end of the year and 
promises to be an exciting addition to Melbourne Airport 
facilities. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers were with the chaplains from 
Gatwick and Shoreham as they attended the recent air 
tragedy at Shoreham, UK. Many people were affected; 
spectators at the airshow, police, workers at the Airport, 
those living in the area, visiting pilots, the injured and  the 
relatives of those injured or who lost their lives.   Canon 
Jonathan Baldwin from Gatwick was in Shoreham that day, 
and was called in as a Sussex Police Chaplain to be 
available for the Police officers as they came for rests, and 
before they went home.  He says "it was extremely 
harrowing". Rev Helen Rose, the Airport Chaplain at 
Shoreham was also there.   Please pray  for Helen in the 
ongoing work both at the Airport and in the local community 
and for Jonathan as he follows up  with the Police who were 
present that day. 
 
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 
Do Not Wait For The Perfect Moment- Take The Moment 
And Make It Perfect. 


